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Further to the evidence session of Friday 19 June, please note the below in response to the 
points raised by Andy Wightman MSP and Graham Simpson MSP in relation to the holding 
of detailed construction information. 
 
The materials used on a new build home will be assessed in relation to their compliance with 
Scottish Building Standards as part of the building standards verification process.  
As such, detail of the position, specification and dimensions of items including wall 
construction will be included within the building warrant application.  
 
At the point whereby a completion certificate is sought for approval, additional information 
may be requested by a verifier in relation to installation and commissioning reports for fire 
critical elements. 
 
Further detail on what is provided at each stage of the building standards verification process 
can be found within sections 3.3.18 and 5.2.2 of the Building Standards Procedural 
Handbook.  Furthermore, as part of Section 24 of the Building (Scotland) Act, Building 
Standards verifiers must also hold a register for the area of the authority containing 
information in relation to building warrant applications for a period of at least 25 years (more 
detail can be found under section 8.1.1 of the Building Standards Procedural Handbook). 
 
Section 7 of the Scottish Building Standards also requires that home builders provide a Quick 
Start Guide to new home occupants. These plain English guides should be specific to the 
individual dwelling and focus on what occupiers need to know to make a home work 
efficiently in relation to building performance and internal comfort such as the location and 
operation of heating, ventilation, hot water and energy saving features. While generic 
information on the construction materials is provided, these guides are not intended to 
provide a detailed specification of the build, simply guidance to ensure the efficient operation 
and maintenance of the home. 
 
In addition to the above, home builders may also provide additional background information 
of the health and safety aspects relating to the maintenance of a new home. While not 
exhaustive, this can include general details of the construction materials (e.g. type of 
construction for sub and superstructure as well as generic type of insulation used on external 
walls, floors and roofs).  
 
The Committee may also wish to explore with warranty providers their involvement in the 
provision of construction information to clients. 
 
I hope the above is helpful.  Please let me know should any further detail be required.  
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